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NAPOLEON'S SECRET DAUGHTER by Arthur Bernéde

Discussion Guide

These questions explore themes of identity, loyalty, and imperial intrigue. Perfect for historical fiction lovers—use as
written or adapt for your group.

1. Identity and Inheritance

How does Laurence de Malet's discovery of her potential imperial bloodline challenge her sense of self? In what ways
does the novel explore the tension between chosen identity and inherited destiny?

2. Loyalty vs. Betrayal

Laurence navigates a world where every ally might be a traitor. Which relationships did you find most compelling, and
how does Bernéde portray the moral complexity of loyalty in a revolutionary age?

3. Revolution and Empire

The novel spans republican ideals and imperial ambition. Does Laurence represent the death of revolutionary hope, or
does she embody its transformation? How does her journey reflect broader Napoleonic-era tensions?

4. Gender and Power

As "the Eaglet," Laurence wields power in @ masculine world of spies and soldiers. How does Bernede use her character
to explore gender dynamics in early 1gth-century Europe?

5. The Cost of Secrets

Secrets drive the plot—from erased records to whispered confessions. What does the novel suggest about the personal
and political consequences of buried truths?

6. Historical Authenticity

Bernede blends historical detail with thriller pacing. Which elements felt most vivid or authentic? Did the Napoleonic
setting enhance or constrain the story?

7. Moral Ambiguity

Laurence must choose between vengeance and forgiveness, republic and dynasty. Where do you see her greatest moral
dilemmas, and how does the novel resolve (or avoid resolving) them?

8. Translation and Rediscovery

As a rediscovered French classic in English, what unique perspective does Bernéde bring to Napoleonic fiction
compared to English-language authors like Mantel or O'Brian?

9. Atmosphere and Setting

From Parisian salons to storm-lashed chateaux, the novel paints a vivid Europe. Which settings most effectively
heightened tension or revealed character?

10. The Ending

Spoiler territory: Did the novel's resolution satisfy your expectations for Laurence's arc? How might her choice reshape
our understanding of Napoleon's legacy?
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